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We warmly welcome you to our Sunday Eucharist!  We hope you will stay for a chat and refreshments after the 
service.  
 
Safeguarding 
We are committed to the safeguarding, care and nurture of everyone within our community. Please contact the 
safeguarding officer or Chaplain for assistance or advice; we respond promptly to every concern or allegation. 
You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Team at europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org. 
 
Participating in the Service 
The order of service indicates whether to sit or stand, however please feel free to adopt the posture that you 
feel most comfortable with.  If you have difficulty coming up for communion then please let the Verger know 
and we will bring Communion to you. 
 
Children 
Children are always welcome at our services. Sunday School takes place during school term-time, on 
Sundays at 10am in the Church crypt.  We also have a Youth Group for ages 11 plus. To find out more please 
speak to one of our Sunday School teachers on the contact list. 
 
Giving to St Nicholas 
The Chaplaincy does not benefit from ‘Church tax.’ We have a collection during the offertory hymn and a 
contactless payment option at the back of Church.  Please consider regular giving via our website or using the 
Chaplaincy Bank Details: The Anglican Church in Finland, IBAN: FI19 3131 1000 3283 06 Ref:1009. You can 
also make a donation to our mission using Mobile Pay number 24140. 
 
Social media 
You can follow us on 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/anglicanfinland 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/anglican_church_helsinki/ 
Twitter: St Nicholas’ Church, Helsinki @anglicanfinland 
If you would like to receive our weekly newsletter then please visit the ‘Contact Us’ page on our website  
 
Video & Photography 
We kindly ask that no photos are taken during the service to protect the privacy of fellow worshippers. Our 
services are streamed online and every care is taken to ensure that members of the congregation are not 
visible, but if you have any questions then please speak with the Verger.  
 
Contact us 
Chaplain:tuomas.makipaa@anglican.fi 
Father Tuomas Mäkipää (050-3099132) 
 
Assistant Chaplain: mika.pajunen@anglican.fi 
Father Mika Pajunen 
 
Urdu Language Ministry: parvez.gill@anglican.fi 
Father Gill Parvez 
 
Churchwardens:churchwardens@anglican.fi 
Johnson Samuel 
 
Council:council@anglican.fi 
Elina Glenday 
Keith Thomas 
 
Deanery Synod reps: 
Aina Bexell 
Linda Jämsen 
 
 
 

 
Director of Music: erik.riekko@anglican.fi 
Erik Johannes Riekko 
 
Sunday School/Youth Team: office@anglican.fi 
Jane Mayhew-Smith 
Jayawin & Tino Jayapal 
Sarah Tahvanainen 
 
Safeguarding officer:safeguarding@anglican.fi 
TBA 
Sarah Tahvanainen (Safeguarding Assistant) 
 
Office Manager:  office@anglican.fi 
Sarah Tahvanainen 
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Please stand as the clergy enter                                                                     THE GATHERING 
 
Let us proceed in peace! 
In the name of Christ, Amen! 

 

Processional Hymn: 21 All People that on Earth Do Dwell 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Dear friends, forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now we 
recall the day on which he was presented in the Temple, when he was offered to the 
Father and shown to his people. As a sign of his coming among us, his mother was 
purified, as we now come to him for cleansing. In their old age Simeon and Anna 
recognized him as their Lord, as we today sing of his glory. In this eucharist, we 
celebrate both the joy of his coming and his searching judgement, looking back to the 
day of his birth and forward to the coming days of his passion. 
 
Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ: 
‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness but shall 
have the light of life.’ 
Let us therefore bring our sins into his light and confess them in penitence and faith. 
(cf John 8.12) 

 
Silence is kept 

 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our 
neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.  For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant 
that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

The President declares absolution. 

 

Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Kyrie & Gloria we sing 

 

 
 



 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’ or a more specific bidding. The 
Collect is said. 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved Son was this day 
presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: grant that we may be presented to 
you with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
The First Reading:  Malachi 3.1-5. Read by Paul Graves.  We sit  
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi 
 
Thus says the Lord God: See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before 
me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight – indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For 
he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former 
years. 
   Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who 
oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those 
who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.   
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 24: 7-10 sung to a chant by Joseph Barnby (1838-1896) 
 

7  Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors :  
and the King of glory shall come in. 
8  Who is the King of glory : it is the Lord strong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in 
battle. 
9  Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors : 
and the King of glory shall come in. 
10  Who is the King of glory : even the Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. 

 
The Second Reading: Hebrews 2.14-18. Read by Elina Glenday. We sit  

 

A reading from the epistle to the Hebrews 
 
Since the children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same 
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, 
that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of 
death.  



 

For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 
Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of 
atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested by what he 
suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.    
    
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn: 684 Thou, Whose Almighty Word 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 2.22-40. Please remain standing 

 
 

Today the Lord is presented in the Temple in substance of our mortal nature. Alleluia! 
 
Today the blessed Virgin comes to be purified in accordance with the Law. Alleluia!  
 
Today old Simeon and Anna welcome Christ the redeemer, the light of the nations, the 
glory of Israel. Alleluia! Praise to Christ, the Light of the world! 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and 
Joseph brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. (as it is written in 
the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and 
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of 
turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
   Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
‘Master, now you are dismissing your  
   servant in peace, 
according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of 
   all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
    
 
 
 
 



 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that 
the inner thoughts of many will be revealed – and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.’ 
   There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped 
there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to 
praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 
   When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

Sermon  Please sit 

 

The Nicene Creed please stand 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
 



 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son 

is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession please sit or stand 

 
The response to the petition 

Lord, in your mercy is 

hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude:   

Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
The Peace please stand 

 
In the tender mercy of our God the dayspring from on high has broken upon us, to 
give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death and to guide our 
feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
and also with you. 

 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. Please wave or use a ‘Namaste’ greeting. 

 

Preparation of the Table 

During the offertory hymn a collection is taken to support the continuing mission of the Chaplaincy. The 
Chaplaincy does not benefit from 'church tax'. We also have mobile pay (number 24140) or a contactless 
payment option at the back of Church. Thank you for your donation.   
 

Offertory Hymn: 114 Come Down, O Love Divine 
 
Please stand whilst the table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. One or more prayers may be 
said. 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this bread 
to set before you, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become 
for us the bread of life. Blessed be God for ever. 

 

 



 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this wine 
to set before you, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the 
cup of salvation. Blessed be God for ever. 

 
This, or another suitable prayer may be read: 
 

Heavenly Father, as your Son Jesus Christ was presented in the Temple, let our 
offering today be acceptable to you and grant that we may see in him, who is our 
salvation, the glory of your people and the light of all the nations; who is alive and 
reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer please stand 

 

The Lord be with you 

 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

 

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty Creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the Magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise. 



 

 
 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 
 



 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,    
hallowed be thy name;    
thy kingdom come;    
thy will be done;    
on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread.    
And forgive us our trespasses,    
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation;    
but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom,    
the power and the glory,    
for ever and ever. Amen.   

 

The Breaking of Bread 
 

  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Agnus Dei We sing 

 
 
Giving of Communion 
 
The president says the invitation to communion: 

 

God's holy gifts for God's holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 

PLEASE WAIT TO BE INVITED BY THE VERGER TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION. 
 
The president and people receive communion. The Church of England invites to Holy Communion all baptised 
persons who are communicant members of other Churches which subscribe to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, 
and who are in good standing in their own Church. Those who are prevented by conscience or the rules of 
their own Churches from receiving the Blessed Sacrament are invited to receive a blessing. Gluten-free bread 
is available upon request. 
 

Music During Communion: the choir sings or the organ is played. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
The minister says 

 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. (Isaiah 9.2) 
 

Post Communion Hymn: 714 We Hail Thy Presence Glorious 
 
During the hymn, candles are a lit. 

 



 

Candlemas Procession 
  

Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, 
pour into the hearts of your faithful people 
the brilliance of your eternal splendour, 
that we, who by these kindling flames 
light up this temple to your glory, 
may have the darkness of our souls dispelled, 
and so be counted worthy to stand before you 
in that eternal city where you live and reign, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis 
 

A light to lighten the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace  : 
your word has been fulfilled. 
A light to lighten the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 
My own eyes have seen the salvation  : 
which you have prepared in the sight of every people. 
A light to lighten the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 
A light to reveal you to the nations  : 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
A light to lighten the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel.     Luke 2.29-32 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. 
Amen. 
 
A light to lighten the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

The President says: 
 
Father, here we bring to an end our celebration 
of the Saviour’s birth. 
Help us, in whom he has been born, 
to live his life that has no end. 
 



 

Here we have offered the Church’s sacrifice of praise. 
Help us, who have received the bread of life, 
to be thankful for your gift. 
 
Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna. 
Help us, who have found the Lord in his temple, 
to trust in your eternal promises. 
 
Here we have greeted the light of the world. 
Help us, who extinguish [bear] these candles, 
never to forsake the light of Christ. 
 
Here we stand near the place of baptism. 
Help us, who are marked with the cross, 
to share the Lord’s death and resurrection. 
 
Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion. 
Help us, for whom Lent is near, 
to enter deeply into the Easter mystery. 
 
Here we bless one another in your name. 
Help us, who now go in peace, 
to shine with your light in the world. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
We stand near the place of new birth. 
Let us shine with the light of your love. 
 
We turn from the crib to the cross. 
Let us shine with the light of your love. 
 
We go to carry his light. 
Let us shine with the light of your love. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

THE DISMISSAL  
 

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, 
who lived to welcome the Messiah: 
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words, 
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes 
to bring us to eternal life; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
We thank you, Lord, 
that you have fed us in this sacrament, 
united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
prepared for all peoples. Amen. 



 

 
Blessing 

 
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, 
fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Some brief announcements may be made by the president 

 
Go in the light and peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Recessional Hymn: 372 Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendour 
 
 
The ministers and people depart. 
 
 

PLEASE WAIT TO BE GUIDED OUT SAFELY BY THE VERGER 

Thank you for joining us in worship today, we hope to welcome you again soon! 

 

 
 

Any donations to support our mission are gratefully received. Thank you 

 
 

Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above): 
Communion Service (Series 3) by William Mathias (c) copyright Oxford University Press 

 
Post Communion (Presentation of Christ) © 1973 ICEL: Roman Missal (English Translation) 

Some material included in this service is copyright: © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA 
Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000 
Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2002 
Collect (Presentation of Christ) © The Crown/Cambridge University Press: The Book 

of Common Prayer (1662) 
 
 
 
 



 

 

UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS 
 
 
 
 

       
 

During Lent we will be trialling a new start time for our Sunday Services of 
10:30am instead of 10:00am! 

NOTICES 
 
Donations for Ukrainian Refugees: You are welcome to donate food and clothing on the 
table by the door as you enter/exit the church.  All items are sent to the Vallila Help Centre 
in Helsinki who are providing essential supplies to refugees. 
 
Ash Wednesday, 22.2.23: Lent Study Group from 5pm followed by Holy Eucharist & 
Imposition of Ashes at 6pm in Mikael Agricola Chapel 
 
Lent Course: The remaining Lent Group sessions take place on Sunday mornings in the 
crypt at 12:00: 26.2, 5.3, 12.3, 19.3, 26.3. For more information please see the newsletter 
or speak to the Chaplain. 
 
Palm Sunday, 2.4.23: 10.30am Sung Eucharist, Mikael Agricola Church 
 
Maundy Thursday, 6.4.23: 7pm Sung Eucharist, followed by The Watch at Helsinki 
Cathedral Chapel 
 
Festival of Easter, 8.4.23: Join us on Easter Saturday at Mikael Agricola Church for an 
evening of beautiful music, readings and poetry which narrate the events leading up to 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
 
 
To receive our weekly newsletter please join  the mailing list on our website homepage: 
www.anglican.fi. 


