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Welcome 
We warmly welcome you to our Sunday Eucharist!  We hope you will stay for a chat and refreshments after the 
service.  
 
Staying Safe 
Please sanitise your hands as you enter Church and wear a face mask.  The Verger will guide you to your 
seat. 
 
Participating in the Service 
The order of service indicates whether to sit or stand, however please feel free to adopt the posture that you 
feel most comfortable with.  If you have difficulty coming up for communion then please let the Verger know 
and we will bring Communion to you. 
 
Music 
Music notation for the Kyrie & Gloria, Sanctus & Benedictus, and Agnus Dei are available on a separate sheet. 
 
Children 
Children are always welcome at our services. Sunday School takes place during school term-time, on 
Sundays at 10am in the Church crypt.  We also have a Youth Group for ages 11 plus. To find out more please 
speak to one of our Sunday School teachers on the contact list. 
 
Giving to St Nicholas 
The Chaplaincy does not benefit from ‘Church tax.’ We have a contactless payment option and a collection 
basket at the back of Church.  Please consider regular via our website or using the Chaplaincy Bank Details: 
Suomen Anglikaaninen Kirkko (The Anglican Church in Finland),IBAN: F173 3131 1000 3282 07Ref:1009.  
You can also use Mobile Pay to make a donation, using number 95789 
 
Social media 
You can follow us on 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/anglicanfinland 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/anglican_church_helsinki/ 
Twitter: St Nicholas’ Church, Helsinki @anglicanfinland 
If you would like to receive our weekly newsletter then please visit the ‘Contact Us’ page on our website  
 
Video & Photography 
We kindly ask that no photos are taken during the service to protect the privacy of fellow worshippers. Our 
services are streamed online and every care is taken to ensure that members of the congregation are not 
visible, but if you have any questions then please speak with the Verger.  
 
Contact us 
Chaplain:tuomas.makipaa@anglican.fi 
Father Tuomas Mäkipää (050-3099132) 
 
Urdu Language Ministry: parvez.gill@anglican.fi 
Father Gill Parvez 
 
Churchwardens:churchwardens@anglican.fi 
Arne Laitinen 
Johnson Samuel 
 
Council:council@anglican.fi 
Lara McCoy 
Ameena Noel 
Ron Peake 
Henry Rawstorne 
 
Director of Music: erik.riekko@anglican.fi 
Erik Johannes Riekko 

 
 
Sunday School/Youth Team: office@anglican.fi 
Jane Mayhew-Smith 
Jayawin & Tino Jayapal 
Sarah Tahvanainen 
 
Safeguarding officer:safeguarding@anglican.fi 
Arne Laitinen 
Sarah Tahvanainen (Safeguarding Assistant) 
 
Office Manager:  office@anglican.fi 
Sarah Tahvanainen 
 
Deanery Synod reps: 
Linda Jämsen 
Humaira John 
  
[Please use the contact emails provided] 
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THE GATHERING 
 
Please stand as the clergy enter 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord: make his paths straight. (Matthew 3.3) 

 

Let us proceed in peace 

In the name of Christ, Amen! 
 

Entrance Hymn: Hark, a Herald Voice is Sounding 
 

Hark, a herald voice is sounding:  
"Christ is nigh," it seems to say. 
"Cast away the dreams of darkness, 
O ye children of the day!" 
 
Wakened by the solemn warning, 
let the earth-bound soul arise; 
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 
 
Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 
comes with pardon down from heaven; 
let us all, with deep repentance, 
pray that we may be forgiven. 
 
That when next he comes with glory, 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 
with his mercy he may shield us, 
and with words of love draw near. 
 
Honour, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son, 
with the everlasting Spirit, 
while eternal ages run. 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
The Greeting 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 
Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

 
The Advent Wreath 
 
The second candle reminds us of the Prophets. 
 

 

 



 

God our Father, 
you spoke to the prophets of old 

of a Saviour who would bring peace. 
You helped them to spread the joyful message 

of his coming kingdom. 
Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 
to share with those around us 

the good news of your power and love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen. 

 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and will 
disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our 
sins.  

 
Silence is kept 

 
Heavenly Father, 
you have created a universe of light: 
forgive us when we return to darkness. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, 
you are the light of the world: 
cleanse and heal our blinded sight. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Holy Spirit, 
you give us light in our hearts: 
renew us in faith and love. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep 
you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Gloria is omitted during Advent 
 

The Collect we remain standing 

 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’ or a more specific bidding.  
 

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power  
and come among us,  
and with great might succour us;  



 

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness  
we are grievously hindered  
in running the race that is set before us,  
your bountiful grace and mercy  
may speedily help and deliver us;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory,  
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
The First Reading:  Malachi 3.1-4 Read by Arne Laitinen we sit  

 
A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi 
 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former 
years.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CANTICLE: BENEDICTUS Luke 1.68-79 sung by the choir 
 

 

The Second Reading:  Philippians 1.3-11. Read by Dave Griffiths we sit  
 

A reading from the epistle of St Paul to the Philippians 
 
My brothers and sisters, I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly 
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in 
the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a 
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right 
for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of 
you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and 
confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more 
and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that 
in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

Gradual Hymn: On Jordan's Bank, the Baptist's Cry please stand 

 

On Jordan's bank, the Baptist's cry  
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 
Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
make straight the way for God within. 
Prepare we in our hearts a home, 
where such a mighty guest may come. 
 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, 
like flowers that wither and decay. 
 
To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore 
earth's own true loveliness once more. 
 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent doth thy people free; 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

 
Gospel Reading: Luke 3:1-6 please remain standing 
 

Truly I tell you, says the Lord, there are some standing here who will not taste death 
before they see the kingdom of God. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah,  
‘The voice of one crying out in the 
    wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 



 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon please sit 

 

The Nicene Creed please stand 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son]*, 
who with the Father and the Son 

is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*For ecumenical reasons, and according to the Anglican – Oriental Orthodox Agreement, Filioque can be 
omitted. 



 

 

Prayers of Intercession please sit or stand 
 

The response to the petition 

Lord, in your mercy is 

hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude:   

Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
The Peace please stand 

 
In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. (cf Luke 1.78,79) 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. Please wave or use a ‘Namaste’ greeting. 
 

Preparation of the Table 
 
Offertory Hymn: Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 

 
Christ, whose glory fills the skies,  
Christ, the true, the only light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise! 
Triumph o'er the shades of night: 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 
Dark and cheerless is the morn 
unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day’s return 
till thy mercy’s beams I see, 
till they inward light impart, 
glad my eyes and warm my heart. 
 
Visit then this soul of mine, 
pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, Radiancy divine, 
scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 



 

 
 
If you would like to make a donation to support the continuing mission of the Chaplaincy then please do so 
after the service – we have a mobile pay option (number 95789), contactless payment option, or offerings can 
be made in the basket provided at the back of Church. Thank you!   

 

Please stand whilst the table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. One or more prayers may be 
said. 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this bread 
to set before you, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become 
for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this wine 
to set before you, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the 
cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

 

This, or another suitable prayer may be read: 

 

God of hope, renew in us the joy of your salvation and make us a living sacrifice to 
you; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer please stand 

 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should always sing of your glory, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
For you are the hope of the nations, 
the builder of the city that is to come. 
Your love made visible in Jesus Christ 
brings home the lost, 
restores the sinner 
and gives dignity to the despised. 
In his face your light shines out, 
flooding lives with goodness and truth, 
gathering into one in your kingdom 
a divided and broken humanity. 



 

Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation 
we glorify your name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 

        Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
      God of power and might, 
      heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
      Hosanna in the highest. 
      Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

            Hosanna in the highest. 
                                    
             Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
             grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
             and according to your holy will, 
             these gifts of bread and wine 
             may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
                                    
             who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
             took bread and gave you thanks; 
             he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
             Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
             do this in remembrance of me. 
                                    
             In the same way, after supper 
             he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
             he gave it to them, saying: 
             Drink this, all of you; 
             this is my blood of the new covenant, 
             which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
             Do this, as often as you drink it, 
             in remembrance of me. 
                                    
             Great is the mystery of faith: 
             Christ has died: 
             Christ is risen: 
             Christ will come again. 
                                    
             And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
             his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
             rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
             and looking for his coming in glory, 
             we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
             As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
             we bring before you this bread and this cup 
             and we thank you for counting us worthy 
             to stand in your presence and serve you. 
                                    
             Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
             and gather into one in your kingdom 
             all who share this one bread and one cup, 



 

             so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
             may praise and glorify you for ever, 
             through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
                                    
             by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
             in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
             all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
             for ever and ever. 
             Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:   
Our Father, who art in heaven,    
hallowed be thy name;    
thy kingdom come;    
thy will be done;    
on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread.    
And forgive us our trespasses,    
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation;    
but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom,    
the power and the glory,    
for ever and ever. Amen.   

 

The Breaking of Bread 
 

  We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 

The Agnus Dei we sing 

 
Jesus, Lamb of God: 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus redeemer of the world: 
grant us your peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 
 
The president says the invitation to communion: 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 



 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
We do not presume 
to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us. 
Amen. 
 

Music During Communion the Choir sing or instrumental music is played  

 
PLEASE WAIT TO BE INVITED BY THE VERGER TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION. 
 
We kindly ask that you extend your hands, with your face covering in place. You may lower or unloop your face 
mask to consume the consecrated bread and then replace the face mask before moving back to your place in 
the congregation. 
 
The president and people receive communion. The Church of England invites to Holy Communion all baptised 
persons who are communicant members of other Churches which subscribe to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, 
and who are in good standing in their own Church. Those who are prevented by conscience or the rules of 
their own Churches from receiving the Blessed Sacrament are invited to receive a blessing. Gluten-free bread 
is available upon request. 
 

Post-Communion Hymn: Hail to the Lord's Anointed please sit 

 

Hail to the Lord's anointed,  
great David's greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
to set the captive free, 
to take away transgression, 
and rule in equity. 
 
He shall come down like showers 
upon the fruitful earth, 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
spring in his path to birth. 
Before him on the mountains 
shall peace the herald go, 
and righteousness in fountains 
from hill to valley flow. 



 

 
Kings shall fall down before him, 
and gold and incense bring; 
all nations shall adore him, 
his praise all people sing. 
To him shall prayer unceasing 
and daily vows ascend, 
his kingdom still increasing, 
a kingdom without end. 
 
O'er every foe victorious, 
he on his throne shall rest, 
from age to age more glorious, 
all-blessing and all-blest. 
The tide of time shall never 
his covenant remove. 
His name shall stand for ever: 
that name to us is Love. 

 

Blessed are those servants whom the master finds alert when he comes; he will have 
them sit down to eat and he will come and serve them. (Luke 12.37) 

 
Silence is kept. 

 
Post-Communion Prayers 

 

O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service 
and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Please stand 
 

Almighty God,  
we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood  
of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you  
our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work  
to your praise and glory. Amen.  

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 
 



 

Acclamation 
 

With love and compassion, 
come, Lord Jesus. 
 
With judgement and mercy, 
come, Lord Jesus. 
 
In power and glory, 
come, Lord Jesus. 
 
In wisdom and truth, 
come, Lord Jesus. 

 

The Dismissal Gospel: Mark 1.14,15 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, 
‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in 
the good news.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Blessing 
 
‘Finnish Prayer’ By Uuno Kailas 
 

Siunaa ja varjele meitä,  
Korkein, kädelläs. 
Kaitse ain kansamme teitä 
vyöttäen voimalla meitä 
heikkoja edessäs. 
Sulta on kaikki suuruus, 
henki sun hengestäs. 
  
Tutkien sydämemme  
silmäs meihin luo. 
Ettemme harhaan kääntyis, 
ettei kansamme nääntyis, 
silmäsi meihin luo. 
Alati synnyinmaalle 
siipies suoja suo 
 
Some brief announcements may be made by the president. 
 
 



 

Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
May the Lord, when he comes, 
find us watching and waiting. 
Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn: Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending please stand 

 
Lo, he comes with clouds descending,  
once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign. 
 
Every eye shall now behold him 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
shall the true Messiah see. 
 
Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears, 
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers: 
with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, 
gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
Yea, Amen, let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine own: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign and thou alone. 

 
The ministers and people depart. 
 

PLEASE WAIT TO BE GUIDED OUT SAFELY BY THE VERGER 

Thank you for joining us in worship today, we hope to welcome you again soon! 

 
Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above): 

Christian Copyright Licensing International (CCLI): 309229 
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Invitation to Confession (1st Sun. of Advent to Christmas Eve) © 1988 Continuum (Mowbray) (Adapted) 
Some material included in this service is copyright: © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA Some material included in this service is 
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Wishing you a Happy Independence Day tomorrow! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

Wednesday 15th December 
Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 
  
Sunday 19th December 
All Age Service with Nativity Play 
 


