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Welcome
We warmly welcome you to our Sunday Eucharist! We hope you will stay for a chat and refreshments after the
service.
Staying Safe
Please sanitise your hands as you enter Church and wear a face mask. The Verger will guide you to your
seat.
Participating in the Service
The order of service indicates whether to sit or stand, however please feel free to adopt the posture that you
feel most comfortable with. If you have difficulty coming up for communion then please let the Verger know
and we will bring Communion to you.
Music
Music notation for the Kyrie & Gloria, Sanctus & Benedictus, and Agnus Dei are available on a separate sheet.
Children
Children are always welcome at our services. Sunday School takes place during school term-time, on
Sundays at 10am in the Church crypt. We also have a Youth Group for ages 11 plus. To find out more please
speak to one of our Sunday School teachers on the contact list.
Giving to St Nicholas
The Chaplaincy does not benefit from ‘Church tax.’ We have a contactless payment option and a collection
basket at the back of Church. Please consider regular via our website or using the Chaplaincy Bank Details:
Suomen Anglikaaninen Kirkko (The Anglican Church in Finland),IBAN: FI73 3131 1000 3282 07 Ref:1009.
You can also use Mobile Pay to make a donation, using number 95789
Social media
You can follow us on
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/anglicanfinland
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/anglican_church_helsinki/
Twitter: St Nicholas’ Church, Helsinki @anglicanfinland
If you would like to receive our weekly newsletter then please visit the ‘Contact Us’ page on our website
Video & Photography
We kindly ask that no photos are taken during the service to protect the privacy of fellow worshippers. Our
services are streamed online and every care is taken to ensure that members of the congregation are not
visible, but if you have any questions then please speak with the Verger.
Contact us
Chaplain:tuomas.makipaa@anglican.fi
Father Tuomas Mäkipää (050-3099132)
Urdu Language Ministry: parvez.gill@anglican.fi
Father Gill Parvez

Sunday School/Youth Team: office@anglican.fi
Jane Mayhew-Smith
Jayawin & Tino Jayapal
Sarah Tahvanainen

Churchwardens:churchwardens@anglican.fi
Arne Laitinen
Johnson Samuel

Safeguarding officer:safeguarding@anglican.fi
Arne Laitinen
Sarah Tahvanainen (Safeguarding Assistant)

Council:council@anglican.fi
Lara McCoy
Ameena Noel
Ron Peake
Henry Rawstorne

Office Manager: office@anglican.fi
Sarah Tahvanainen

Director of Music: erik.riekko@anglican.fi
Erik Johannes Riekko

Deanery Synod reps:
Linda Jämsen
Humaira John
[Please use the contact emails provided]

THE GATHERING
Please stand as the clergy enter

Let us proceed in peace
In the name of Christ, Amen!

Entrance Hymn: All Creatures of Our God and King LASST UNS ERFREUEN
All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voices, let us sing:
alleluia, alleluia!
Bright burning sun and golden beams,
pale silver moon that gently gleams,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia!
Great rushing winds and breezes soft,
you clouds that ride the heavens aloft,
O sing now, alleluia!
Fair rising morn, with praise rejoice,
stars nightly shining, find a voice:
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia!
All you with mercy in your heart,
forgiving others, take your part,
alleluia, alleluia!
All you that pain and sorrow bear,
praise God, and cast on God your care:
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia!
And even you, most gentle death,
waiting to hush our final breath,
O sing now, alleluia!
You lead back home the child of God,
for Christ our Lord that way has trod:
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia!
Let all things their creator bless,
and worship God in humbleness,
alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, Three-in-One:
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia!

Stephen, full of grace and power, did great signs and wonders among the people.
Acts 6.8
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Greeting
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Words of welcome or introduction may be said.

Kyrie Confession
Invitation to Confession
As Stephen rebuked God’s people
for not listening to the word of God,
let us confess our stubbornness and sin which resist the Holy Spirit.
Kyrie Confession
You call us to listen to your voice.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
You command us to flee from idolatry.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
You ask us to forgive our persecutors.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
The President declares absolution.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep
you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect we remain standing
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’ or a more specific bidding.

Gracious Father,
who gave the first martyr Stephen
grace to pray for those who took up stones against him:
grant that in all our sufferings for the truth
we may learn to love even our enemies
and to seek forgiveness for those who desire our hurt,
looking up to heaven to him who was crucified for us,
Jesus Christ, our mediator and advocate,

who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
The First Reading: Acts 7.51-60. We sit
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
‘You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are for ever opposing
the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. Which of the prophets did your
ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous
One, and now you have become his betrayers and murderers. You are the ones that
received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.’
When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at
Stephen. But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ But they covered
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged
him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the
feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do
not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 119. 161-168
Princes have persecuted me without a cause, ♦︎
but my heart stands in awe of your word.
I am as glad of your word ♦︎
as one who finds great spoils.
As for lies, I hate and abhor them, ♦︎
but your law do I love.
Seven times a day do I praise you, ♦︎
because of your righteous judgements.
Great peace have they who love your law; ♦︎
nothing shall make them stumble.
Lord, I have looked for your salvation ♦︎
and I have fulfilled your commandments.
My soul has kept your testimonies ♦︎
and greatly have I loved them.
I have kept your commandments and testimonies, ♦︎
for all my ways are before you.

The Second Reading: Galatians 2.16b-20. We sit
A reading from the epistle of St Paul to the Galatians.
Yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in
Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be
justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works of the law, because no one will
be justified by the works of the law. But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we
ourselves have been found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly
not! But if I build up again the very things that I once tore down, then I demonstrate
that I am a transgressor. For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to
God. I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn: Angels from the Realms of Glory (Gradual) REGENT SQUARE
Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
you who sang creation's story,
now proclaim Messiah's birth:
come and worship, come and worship
worship Christ, the new-born King.
Shepherds in the field abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing;
yonder shines the infant Light:
come and worship, come and worship
worship Christ, the new-born King.
Sages, leave your contemplations;
brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations;
you have seen his natal star:
come and worship, come and worship
worship Christ, the new-born King.
Saints before the altar bending,
watching long in hope and fear,
suddenly the Lord, descending,
in his temple shall appear:
come and worship, come and worship
worship Christ, the new-born King.

Though an infant now we view him,
he shall fill the eternal throne,
gather all the nations to him;
every knee shall then bow down:
come and worship, come and worship
worship Christ, the new-born King.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:17-22. Please remain standing
I see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God. Acts 7.56
Alleluia.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their
synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as
a testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about
how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to
you at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking
through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children
will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all
because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon please sit
The Nicene Creed please stand
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son]*,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*For ecumenical reasons, and according to the Anglican – Oriental Orthodox Agreement, Filioque can be
omitted.

Prayers of Intercession please sit or stand
Full of the Holy Spirit, let us approach the throne of grace,
and bring our prayers to Jesus the Lord.
Incarnate Lord,
you came down to earth from heaven
to embrace the pain and sorrows of our sinful world,
for the cause of truth.
We pray for all Christians who are persecuted …
We pray for all who hold authority over people
as political or religious leaders,
that they may exercise their power with justice
and for the common good …
We pray for those who use violence to silence their opponents …
We pray for grace to witness to your truth with constancy and faith
and to bear the cost of following your righteous ways.
We pray for those for whom the joy of this holy season is
overshadowed by pain, grief or failure …
We remember all who have gone before us looking for the vision
of your heavenly glory …

We rejoice in our communion with Stephen
and all the saints and martyrs,
whose hope was in you, the Word made flesh
and with whom we for evermore are one.
Lord, receive our prayers
and perfect them by your heavenly intercession,
to the glory of the Father.
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
The Peace please stand
Jesus said, ‘In the world you face persecution.
But take courage; I have conquered the world.’ John 16.33
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. Please wave or use a ‘Namaste’ greeting.

Preparation of the Table
Offertory Hymn: While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night WINCHESTER OLD
While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
all seated on the ground,
an angel of the Lord came down,
and glory shone around.
"Fear not," said he for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind
"glad tidings of great joy I bring
to you and all mankind.
"To you, in David's town, this day
is born of David's line
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord;
and this shall be the sign:
"The heavenly babe you there shall find
to human view displayed,
all meanly wrapped in swaddling clothes
and in a manger laid."
Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith
appeared a shining throng
of angels praising God, who thus
addressed their joyful song:

"All glory be to God on high,
and to the earth be peace;
goodwill henceforth from heaven to men
begin and never cease."
If you would like to make a donation to support the continuing mission of the Chaplaincy then please do so
after the service – we have a mobile pay option (number 95789), contactless payment option, or offerings can
be made in the basket provided at the back of Church. Thank you!
Please stand whilst the table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. One or more prayers may be
said.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this bread
to set before you, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become
for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this wine
to set before you, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the
cup of salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.
This, or another suitable prayer may be read:

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement;
draw us from hatred to love;
make the frailty of our praise
a dwelling place for your glory.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

please stand

The Lord be with you
and also with you
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For love of us fallen sinners
he most wonderfully and humbly chose to be made human,
and to take our nature upon him,
so that we might be born again by your Spirit
and restored in your image.
The love that brought him down to earth
lifted your martyr Stephen from earth to heaven.

By that love he spoke your word
with wisdom and the Spirit;
by that love he saw your glory
and Jesus at your right hand;
by that love he overcame the anger of his accusers
and forgave their cruelty;
by that love he committed his spirit into your hands
and won the crown of righteousness.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For love of us fallen sinners
he most wonderfully and humbly chose to be made human,
and to take our nature upon him,
so that we might be born again by your Spirit
and restored in your image.
The love that brought him down to earth
lifted your martyr Stephen from earth to heaven.
By that love he spoke your word
with wisdom and the Spirit;
by that love he saw your glory
and Jesus at your right hand;
by that love he overcame the anger of his accusers
and forgave their cruelty;
by that love he committed his spirit into your hands
and won the crown of righteousness.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of Bread
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

The Agnus Dei we sing
Jesus, Lamb of God:
have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins:
have mercy on us.
Jesus redeemer of the world:
grant us your peace.

Giving of Communion
The president says the invitation to communion:

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Music During Communion: What Child is This?
What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?
Refrain:
This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary.
Why lies he in such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christians, fear: for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading. [Refrain]
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
let loving hearts enthrone him. [Refrain]
PLEASE WAIT TO BE INVITED BY THE VERGER TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION.

We kindly ask that you extend your hands, with your face covering in place. You may lower or unloop your face
mask to consume the consecrated bread and then replace the face mask before moving back to your place in
the congregation.
The president and people receive communion. The Church of England invites to Holy Communion all baptised
persons who are communicant members of other Churches which subscribe to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity,
and who are in good standing in their own Church. Those who are prevented by conscience or the rules of
their own Churches from receiving the Blessed Sacrament are invited to receive a blessing. Gluten-free bread
is available upon request.

Post-Communion Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem FOREST GREEN
O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary;
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to all on earth.
How silently, how silently,
the wondrous Gift is given
as love imparts to human hearts
the blessings of God's heaven!
No ear may hear his coming
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.
O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in;
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel.

Post-Communion Prayers
Merciful Lord,
we thank you for the signs of your mercy
revealed in birth and death:
save us by the coming of your Son,
and give us joy in honouring Stephen,
first martyr of the new Israel;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Please stand

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you
met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your
love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. May we who share Christ's
body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the
Spirit lights give light to the world.

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children
shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
The Dismissal Gospel: John 1.1-14
Hear the good news of the Word made flesh according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the
life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but
of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Blessing
God give you grace to be faithful witnesses,
to see heaven opened
and the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Some brief announcements may be made by the president.

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh.
Glory, thanks and praise to God.

Recessional Hymn: Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet your tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
evermore his praises sing.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King!
Praise him for his grace and favor
to our forebears in distress;
Praise him, still the same forever,
slow to chide and swift to bless.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Glorious in his faithfulness!
Fatherlike he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;
In his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Widely yet his mercy flows!
Frail as summer's flower we flourish;
blows the wind and it is gone;
But, while mortals rise and perish,
God endures unchanging on.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise the high eternal One!
Angels, help us to adore him;
you behold him face to face;
Sun and moon, bow down before him,
dwellers all in time and space.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise with us the God of grace!
The ministers and people depart.

PLEASE WAIT TO BE GUIDED OUT SAFELY BY THE VERGER

Thank you for joining us in worship today, we hope to welcome you again soon!
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