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Welcome 
We warmly welcome you to our Sunday Eucharist!  We hope you will stay for a chat and refreshments after the 
service.  
 
Staying Safe 
Please sanitise your hands as you enter Church and wear a face mask.  The Verger will guide you to your 
seat. 
 
Participating in the Service 
The order of service indicates whether to sit or stand, however please feel free to adopt the posture that you 
feel most comfortable with.  If you have difficulty coming up for communion then please let the Verger know 
and we will bring Communion to you. 
 
Music 
Music notation for the Kyrie & Gloria, Sanctus & Benedictus, and Agnus Dei are available on a separate sheet. 
 
Children 
Children are always welcome at our services. Sunday School takes place during school term-time, on 
Sundays at 10am in the Church crypt.  We also have a Youth Group for ages 11 plus. To find out more please 
speak to one of our Sunday School teachers on the contact list. 
 
Giving to St Nicholas 
The Chaplaincy does not benefit from ‘Church tax.’ We have a contactless payment option and a collection 
basket at the back of Church.  Please consider regular via our website or using the Chaplaincy Bank Details: 
Suomen Anglikaaninen Kirkko (The Anglican Church in Finland),IBAN: F173 3131 1000 3282 07Ref:1009.  
You can also use Mobile Pay to make a donation, using number 95789 
 
Social media 
You can follow us on 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/anglicanfinland 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/anglican_church_helsinki/ 
Twitter: St Nicholas’ Church, Helsinki @anglicanfinland 
If you would like to receive our weekly newsletter then please visit the ‘Contact Us’ page on our website  
 
Video & Photography 
We kindly ask that no photos are taken during the service to protect the privacy of fellow worshippers. Our 
services are streamed online and every care is taken to ensure that members of the congregation are not 
visible, but if you have any questions then please speak with the Verger.  
 
Contact us 
Chaplain:tuomas.makipaa@anglican.fi 
Father Tuomas Mäkipää (050-3099132) 
 
Urdu Language Ministry: parvez.gill@anglican.fi 
Father Gill Parvez 
 
Churchwardens:churchwardens@anglican.fi 
Arne Laitinen 
Johnson Samuel 
 
Council:council@anglican.fi 
Lara McCoy 
Ameena Noel 
Ron Peake 
Henry Rawstorne 
 
Director of Music: erik.riekko@anglican.fi 
Erik Johannes Riekko 

 
 
Sunday School/Youth Team: office@anglican.fi 
Jane Mayhew-Smith 
Jayawin & Tino Jayapal 
Sarah Tahvanainen 
 
Safeguarding officer:safeguarding@anglican.fi 
Arne Laitinen 
Sarah Tahvanainen (Safeguarding Assistant) 
 
Office Manager:  office@anglican.fi 
Sarah Tahvanainen 
 
Deanery Synod reps: 
Linda Jämsen 
Humaira John 
  
[Please use the contact emails provided] 
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THE GATHERING 
 
Please stand as the clergy enter 
 

 

Let us proceed in peace 

In the name of Christ, Amen! 
 

Entrance Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, 
Born the King of angels; 
 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 
 
God of God, 
Light of Light, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
very God, be- 
-gotten, not created: 
 
O come, let us adore him... 
 
See how the shepherds 
Summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
We too will thither 
Bend our joyful footsteps: 
 
O come, let us adore him… 
 
Lo! star-led chieftains, 
Magi Christ adoring,  
Offer him incense, gold and myrrh; 
We to the Christ child 
Bring our heart's oblations:  
 
O come, let us adore him... 
 
Child, for us sinners 
Poor and in the manger, 
Fain we embrace thee, with awe and love; 
Who would not love thee, 
Loving us so dearly? 



 

O come, let us adore him... 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God 
In the highest: 
 
O come, let us adore him... 

 
Welcome all wonders in one sight! 
Eternity shut in a span. 
Summer in winter, Day in night, 
Heaven in earth, and God in man.  
 
Great little one whose all-embracing birth 

Brings earth to heaven, stoops heaven to earth. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
The Greeting 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 
Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

 
Blessing of the Crib 
 

Dear friends, as we meet to celebrate the birth of Christ, let us pray that God will 
bless this crib, that all who worship his Son, born of the Virgin Mary, may come to 
share his life in glory. 
 
God our Father, 
on this day 

your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary 

for us and for our salvation: 
bless this crib, 
which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth; 
may all who see it be strengthened in faith 

and receive the fullness of life he came to bring, 
who is alive and reigns for ever. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 
 

Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: ‘You shall call his name Jesus,                                                        
for he will save his people from their sins.’ Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God 
through Jesus the Saviour of the world. 
 



 

Silence is kept 

 
God our Father, 
you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Jesus our Saviour, 
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Spirit of Love, 
your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
The President declares absolution. 

 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw you to himself, 
that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
and be cleansed from all your sins 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Gloria we sing 
 
  Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Collect we remain standing 

 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’ or a more specific bidding.  
 

Almighty God, 
you have given us your only-begotten Son 
to take our nature upon him 
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: 
grant that we, who have been born again 
and made your children by adoption and grace, 
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The First Reading:  Isaiah 52:7-10. We sit  
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 

 
How beautiful upon the mountains 
   are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
   who announces salvation, 
   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
   together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
   the return of the Lord to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, 
   you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his people, 
   he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The Lord has bared his holy arm 
   before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
   the salvation of our God. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 
The Second Reading:  Hebrews 1.1-4. We sit  
 

A reading from the epistle of St Paul to the Hebrews. 
 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory 
and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful 
word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hymn: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth, 
To touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, 
From heaven's all-gracious King." 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 
To hear the angels sing. 
 
Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heavenly music floats 
O'er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lowly plains, 
They bend on hovering wing, 
And ever o'er its babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 
 
Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
The world has suffered long; 
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong; 
And man, at war with man, hears not 
The love-song which they bring; 
O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 
And hear the angels sing. 
 
For lo! the days are hastening on, 
By prophet bards foretold, 
When with the ever-circling years 
Comes round the age of gold 



 

When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendors fling, 
And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 

 
Gospel Reading: John 1.1-14. Please remain standing 
 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory. Alleluia! (John 1.14) 

 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 
 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon please sit 

 
The Nicene Creed please stand 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 



 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son]*, 
who with the Father and the Son 

is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
*For ecumenical reasons, and according to the Anglican – Oriental Orthodox Agreement, Filioque can be 
omitted. 
 

Prayers of Intercession please sit or stand 
 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Christ, born in a stable, 
give courage to all who are homeless: 
Jesus, Saviour, 
hear our prayer.  
 

Christ, for whom the angels sang, 
give the song of the kingdom to all who weep: 
Jesus, Saviour, 
hear our prayer.  
 

Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, 
give peace on earth to all who are oppressed: 



 

Jesus, Saviour, 
hear our prayer.  
 

Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, 
give humility and wisdom to all who govern: 
Jesus, Saviour, 
hear our prayer.  
 

Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, 
give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you: 
Jesus, Saviour, 
hear our prayer.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, child of Mary 

you know us and love us, 
you share our lives 

and hear our prayer. 
Glory to you for ever. Amen.  
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
The Peace please stand 

 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the Prince 
of Peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. Please wave or use a ‘Namaste’ greeting. 
 

 
Preparation of the Table 
 

Offertory Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 
 



 

O morning stars together,  
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth! 
 
How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 
O Holy child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray: 
Cast out our sin, and enter in; 
Be born in us today. 
 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel. 

 
If you would like to make a donation to support the continuing mission of the Chaplaincy then please do so 
after the service – we have a mobile pay option (number 95789), contactless payment option, or offerings can 
be made in the basket provided at the back of Church. Thank you!   

 

Please stand whilst the table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. One or more prayers may be 
said. 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this bread 
to set before you, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become 
for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this wine 
to set before you, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the 
cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 

This, or another suitable prayer may be read: 

Heavenly Father, as your Son was born into the world, taking our human nature, may 
he come again this night, and make known among us his divine glory; who is alive 
and reigns, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer please stand 

 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you 
 
 



 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should always sing of your glory, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
For you are the hope of the nations, 
the builder of the city that is to come. 
Your love made visible in Jesus Christ 
brings home the lost, 
restores the sinner 
and gives dignity to the despised. 
In his face your light shines out, 
flooding lives with goodness and truth, 
gathering into one in your kingdom 
a divided and broken humanity. 

Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation 
we glorify your name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 

        Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
      God of power and might, 
      heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
      Hosanna in the highest. 
      Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

            Hosanna in the highest. 
                                    
             Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
             grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
             and according to your holy will, 
              

 these gifts of bread and wine 
             may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
                                    
             who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
             took bread and gave you thanks; 
             he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
             Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
             do this in remembrance of me. 
                                    
             In the same way, after supper 
             he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
             he gave it to them, saying: 
             
 



 

 Drink this, all of you; 
             this is my blood of the new covenant, 
             which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
             Do this, as often as you drink it, 
             in remembrance of me. 
                                    
             Great is the mystery of faith: 
             Christ has died: 
             Christ is risen: 
             Christ will come again. 
                                    
             And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
             his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
             rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
             and looking for his coming in glory, 
             we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
             As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
             we bring before you this bread and this cup 
             and we thank you for counting us worthy 
             to stand in your presence and serve you. 
                                    
              Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
             and gather into one in your kingdom 
             all who share this one bread and one cup, 
             so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
             may praise and glorify you for ever, 
             through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
                                    
             by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
             in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
             all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
             for ever and ever. 
             Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:   
Our Father, who art in heaven,    
hallowed be thy name;    
thy kingdom come;    
thy will be done;    
on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread.    
And forgive us our trespasses,    
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation;    
but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom,    
the power and the glory,    
for ever and ever. Amen.   



 

 

The Breaking of Bread 
 

  We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 

The Agnus Dei we sing 

 
Jesus, Lamb of God: 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus redeemer of the world: 
grant us your peace. 

 

 
Giving of Communion 
 
The president says the invitation to communion: 
 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.                               
Jesus Christ is holy,  
Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Music During Communion the Choir sing or instrumental music is played  

 
PLEASE WAIT TO BE INVITED BY THE VERGER TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION. 
 
 
We kindly ask that you extend your hands, with your face covering in place. You may lower or unloop your face 
mask to consume the consecrated bread and then replace the face mask before moving back to your place in 
the congregation. 
 
The president and people receive communion. The Church of England invites to Holy Communion all baptised 
persons who are communicant members of other Churches which subscribe to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, 
and who are in good standing in their own Church. Those who are prevented by conscience or the rules of 
their own Churches from receiving the Blessed Sacrament are invited to receive a blessing. Gluten-free bread 
is available upon request. 
 

Post-Communion Hymn: The First Nowell 
 

The first Nowell the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep: 
 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
born is the King of Israel! 
 
 



 

They look-ed up and saw a star, 
Shining in the east, beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night: 
 
Nowell, Nowell... 
 
And by the light of that same star 
Three wise men came from country far. 
To seek for a king was their intent, 
And to follow the star where’er it went: 
 
Nowell, Nowell... 
 
This star drew nigh to the north-west; 
Over Bethlehem it took its rest. 
And there it did both stop and stay 
Right over the place where Jesus lay: 
 
Nowell, Nowell… 
 
Then entered in those wise men three 
Full reverently upon their knee, 
And offered there in his presence 
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
 
Nowell, Nowell... 
 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
That hath made heaven and earth of naught 
And with his blood mankind hath bought. 
 
Nowell, Nowell... 

 
 
Post-Communion Prayers 

 

God our Father, in this night you have made known to us again the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns and Christ 
the Morning Star rises in our hearts. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Please stand 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you 
met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your 
love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. May we who share Christ's 
body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the 
Spirit lights give light to the world. 
 



 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,  
so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your 
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

The Dismissal Gospel: John 1.1-14 
 
Hear the good news of the Word made flesh according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. 
 
 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 
 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children 
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but 
of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 
Blessing 
 

Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you 
with peace and goodwill and make you partakers of the divine nature; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Some brief announcements may be made by the president. 

 
Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 
Glory, thanks and praise to God. 
 

 



 

Recessional Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King, 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King. 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: 
Hail, the incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing... 

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing... 
 

 
The ministers and people depart. 
 

PLEASE WAIT TO BE GUIDED OUT SAFELY BY THE VERGER 

Thank you for joining us in worship today, we hope to welcome you again soon! 
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We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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